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is in process of being installed, in many of
the North-West towns, In addition, a new
vessel has been ordered for the North-West,
I think those ave zll the points on which the
member for West Perth asked for informa-
tion. The progress in road development hos
been slow for the reason that we are unable
to procure the necessary plant required for
the big road work to be done throughout the
North-West. The Main Roads Department
is hoping very shortly to be able to procure
the necessary machinery gt some Common-
wealth disposal sales which are taking place
outside Australin. The Government has sent
a representative to attend those sales and hbe
will wateh the interests of the Government,
as well as the interests of road boards, and
we are hoping that mueh good will resulr
from his efforts.

Another item mentioned by the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie was erabbing in the
Swan River. This item is a hardy annual.
Mueh has been said about it by the publie,
who natorally ave interested in the erabbing
that takes place, However, the depart-
mental advisers are not interested in the
protection of ecrabs and have given their
reasons on more than one occasion. I realise,
of course, that many people not only derive
pleasure from erabbing, but alse obtain a
good food supply. When introdueing my
Estimates, I said that the C.S.1.R. had re-
cently been taking greater interest in the
fishing industry in this State. We have had
two vessels built at Fremantle and I think
that recently two additional officers of the
C.8.LR. have arrived, making four in all in
this State. I must accept their adviee on
these matters. Some of the things that have
been mentioned will be given striet attention,
and I think the hon. member may leave them
until this time next year in order to see what
progress has been made in the meantime. I
cannof give him any further information on
those points.

The member for Albany asked for much
information which I cannot supply. My de-
partment controls the Navigation Act, the
Boat Licensing Aet and pilotege, The hon,
member was quite entitled to discuss those
subjects on these Estimates. A (overnment
ecommittes was appoinied to go into the mal-
ters and I cannot inform him exactly what
it has recommended. I have not had time to
study the committee’s report, nor has the
Government studied it; but I shall be able
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to give him more information this time next
vear after the Government and I have given
cousideration to the report,

Vote put nnd passed,

Votes—Harbour and 'Light and Jetties,
£41,180; Fisheries, £10,136; North-West
Generally, £200; Forests, £101,830—agreed
Lo.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gaseoyne) : T move—

That the House at its rising andjourn tili 2
p.m. on Tunesday, 19th November.

House adjourned at 5,58 p.m.

Tienislative @ouneil.

Tuesday, 19th November, 1046.

Paog
Quaﬁlons Water supplies, as to shortage ot Norse- 1991
Dayl Ight. Bavl; , B8 to Introduction during rnl]wuy
atrike .ng 1962
Motion : Urgency, Government, ncqulsltion “of prop—
ertles and provislon for Pesidents, w‘.thdmwn 1092
Bills: Land Act Amendment, 1g. ... - 1099
Country Arcas Water Suppl\- in 1899
Comprehensive Agricultural Areas and Goldﬂe]rln
Water Supply, tnr. . 1099
Vermin Act Amendment, 18 30 recom. ... 1009
State Honzing, Com. ... 1409
Electornl Act Amendment {¥o. 2), 2r. ... 2008
Western Australlan Trot.t.lng Aa.m»lation. Com 2007
Adjournment, special ... . 2011

" The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS.
WATER SUPPLIES.
As to Shortage at Norseman.
Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS asked the Chief

Secretary:

1, Has the Minister noticed the publica-
tion in the “Kalgoorlie Miner” of the 11th
November, regarding the acute shortage of
water supplies at Norseman?

2, If so, what action is proposed to be
taken?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1, Yes.

2, Two shortages of short duration oe-
curred. Supply has been completely satis-
factory sinee 8th fnstant,

DAYLIGHT SAVING.
As to Introduction During Railway Strike.

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT (without notice)
asked the Chief Secretary: Will the Gov-
eroment give immediate consideration to in-
trodueing legislation to implement daylight
saving during the period of the strike?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: I
have been advised that the Government will
be introducing a measure this afternoon
dealing with this subject, If that is so,
there is every probability of legislation
being placed before members at an early
date.

MOTION—URGENCY.

Government Acquisition of Properties and
Provision for Residents,

The PRESIDENT: T have received the
following letter from Hon., C. F. Baxter
under date the 13th November :—

I have to inform you that, at the next sitting
of the Council, it is my intention to move,
under Standing Order No. §9, the adjournment
of the House to discuss a matter of urgency,
nameiy:

That in view of the Government having ac-
quired prcmises known as ¢fForrest House,’’
and *The Cloisters’’ and ¢ The Orphanage’’
now occupled by tenants as residents thereof,
and, to all intents and purposes, the Govern-
ment has made no attempt to find accommoda-
tion for those tenants about to be deprived of
their accommodation, it is urged that the Gov-
ernment give a definite undertaking that those
tenants be found alternative accommodation,
It will be necessary for four members to
rise in their places to support the proposal.

Four members having risen in their
places,

HON, C. ¥. BAXTER (East) [2.35]: I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till 7.30
p.m, on Iriday, the 22nd November,
In submitting the motion, it is not my in-
tention to harass the Government in any
way, seeing that it has enough troubles con-
fronting it at the present time. The posi-
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tien, however, is so acuie with regard to
many people that it is necessary for some-
thing to be done or at least that they should
be informed what the future holds for them,
Very many individuals are considerably
worried at this juncture becaunse of the
seareity of accommodation which has
existed for so long and will continue for
some time to ecome. Accommodation is be-
coming more and more unavailable, and, in
view of all the circumstances, I recently
asked a number of questions, to which the
Chief Secretary furnished replies. The first
question was—

Is it the intention of the Government to pur-
chase or lease the premises known as ‘‘ Forrest

House’’ at 221 8t George’s-terrace? If so,
for what purpose?

The Chief Secretary’s reply was—
This matter is now under consideration.

That reply did not provide me with much
information, and it concerns possibly the
most important part of the subject I wish
to discuss. The second question was—

Is it the intention of the Government to pur-
chase or lease the premises known as ‘‘The
Cloisters' at 200 8t. George’s-terrace? If so,
for what purpose?

The answer was—

The Perth Hospital Board has leased ‘‘The
Cloisters’’ for the temporary housing of nurses,
The third question bad relation to Adelaide
House, bnt that is not a matter that con-
cerns me at the moment, The fourth ques-
tion was—

Has the Government leased premises known
a3 ‘‘The Orphanage’’ at 108 Adelaide-
terrace? If so, for what purpose?

The reply was—

No. These premises were purchased by the

Government on the 1st Mareh, 1945, and arc
now being used by the Department of Agri-
culture.
The answers confirmed the worst frars of
many people who are now resident at For-
rest House, As is well known, all guest-
houses are overcrowded, and it is impossible
for anyone to seeure accommodation there.
Each place bhas a waiting list that is very
lengthy. In fact, some of those in charge of
guoest-honses are not coneerned about the
applications for accommodation, and simply
do not keep records of them.

Let us consider one establishment—Cam-
bray. This had an average waiting list of
70 throughout the war period; and even at
present it has a long waiting list and all
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the applicants are not recorded, so it would
be quite safe to say that the number is 150.
Those people have to waii a long time for
an opportunity to secure accommodation.
Personally, I have had very many requests
from country people—and I am still getting
them—who urgently want aceommodation in
the city in order to obtain medical attention,
dental freatment or to transact businesg of
an important nature. During my travels
through my provinee, I have met many
housewives who for a long period have been
nnable to get to Perth in order to make
¢ssentinl purchases, or to attend to other
reguirements that are necessary to their
hiving,

Other members will know, as I do, that
there have been occasions when country
people, eoming to Perth on the off-chance
of securing aceommodation, have had in the
wintertime—poor devils’~—te find some
partiy-sheltered spot on the Esplanade to
pass the night. What is worse, women and
grirls have been walking the streets at night-
time. The police have done a wonderful ser-
viee in assisting them, They have approach-
ed them and have generally been able to find
them accommodation, if not in a boarding
kouse, then in some private home the ownerg
of which were good enough to take them in
angd give them shelter. I have known that at
Cambray on three or four occasions there
has heen the sorry spectacle of people in
tears sitting on the forin; they had been
tramping around Perth until late at night
and could not get a bed anywhere, and they
were told that they could not obtain one at
Cambray. They sat down helplessly and
eried.

If these premises—particularly Forrest
House—are taken over by the Government,
it will mean that 200 people, in addition to
the staff, will be looking for accommodation.
I notiee that Mr. Paterson has stated in the
Press that Forrest House contains 120 bed-
rooms. A fair number would be double beds,
and perhaps some of the 200 beds may be
on the verandahs, If that is so, Forrest
House could aceommodate 200 people in-
cluding the staff. The Cloisters contains
large rooms, built on the dormitory system,
and eould house 60 people. Then there is the
Orphanage in Adclaide-terrace, although
that has never been used as a boarding or
lodging house; that could accommodate an-
other 40 people. So we have in these three
buildings aceommeodation for approximately
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300 people. If Forrest House is closed, it
will be seen that a large number of people
will be deprived of accommodation,

While dealing with this property ques-
tion, I would like to ask the Chief Secre-
tary—-I think he has the information, as I
have already informed him that I was going
to deal with this matter—whether there is
any foundation for the rumour that the Gov-
ernment js considering the purchase of the
property known as “0'Mara’s Corper,” sit-
uated at the corner of King-street and St.
George’s-terrace, opposite Padbury Cham-
bers., T presume these premises would be
required hy the Government for office pur-
poses. My reason for moving the adjourn-
ment of the HMouse on this matter is not
merely to inguire about nccommodation, but
to make a suggeslion.

The Government has erected n very fine
building, the new Royal Perth Hospital, the
interior of which has nof yet been com-
pleted. I suggest to the Government that
one floor of that building should be made
available to accommodate the nurses tem-
porarvily. It would only be a matter of pro-
curing the furniture. I cannot sec that the
whole of the floors in the new hospital will
be oceupied for hospital purposes for a num-
ber of years to come, especially when one con-
siders the nature of the fittings that are re-
quired. Not only wculd the nurses be ae-
commodated, but they would be living on
the premises, Personally—I may be wrong
—1I feel that nurses in a public institution
should, as far as possible. be aecommodated
close to their main station, in much the same
way as firemen are. This would prove par-
ticnlarly convenient in a ease of a calamity
oceurring when their services would be re-
quired promptly. I point out that it is a fair
step from the Royal Perth Hospital to either
Forrest Honse or the Cloisters.

As regards Forrest House, some weeks
back the guests were given three months’
notice to leave. A lodger is not in the same
position as a tenant; he can he given notice
and must quit, according to my knowledge
of the law. In “The West Australian” of
the bth November Mr. Paterson of Forrest
House is reported to have said that he did
not expeet the guests of those premises
would have much difficalty in obtaining al-
ternative accommodation. I am absolutely
astonished at such a statement coming from
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a man who has conducled that establishment
for some considerahle time and who kuows
perfectly well that he is inundated, day in
and day out, with applications for accom-
modation—that is, unless his house is bearing
a name which is frightening people away,
and I ecananot imagine that to be so.

As far as Cambray is concerned, day after
day, there is a flood of people trying to
secure accommodation, and I suppose the
same is ocenrring at Forrest House. alore
disturbing fo the guests of Forrest House
is the fact that they have now only eight
or nine weeks in which to find accommoda-
tion elsewhere. Where are they to find it?
That is what 1 want to know, I understand
the Government is negotiating for the reasc
of Forrest House. Is the Government going
to make it available to the public as a guest
hounse, or is it the Government’s intention
to close if for that purpose and put it to
some other use? That would be a ealamity
not only to the e¢ity workers but also to
the eountry people who at present cannot
come to town unless they have friends with
whom they can stay., They prefer to be in-
dependent and go to some public place. As
I have said, these countiy people must come
to Perth to get medical and dental attention
or to tramsact important business and to
deny these two establishments to them would
be calamitous,
motion.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[251]: T rise to defend the actions taken
by the Government, because they have been
the result of intensze study of the pro-
blems facing the community at the moment.
Those of us who work amongst the sick
realise how extremely difficult it is to find
hospital beds for our patients,  There-
fore we feel that one of the urgent pro-
blems today is to see that the Royal Perth
Hospital, or the present wing of it, when
completed, will he able to carry out its
functions as a hospital. This would only
be possible if there were sufficient accommo-
dation for the nursing staff, It is esti-
mated that before the new wing of the
hospital ean ecarry out ifs functions it will
be necessary to find 150 more nurses.

The accommodation for the nurses at the
moment is sadly inadequate, and what is
available at the hospital is not, in the

Accordingly I submit the:
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opinion of most of us, up to the standard
required, The present home needs a good
deal of renovation and the quarters, which
are being used on the opposite side of the
road through to Hay-street, divide the
nursing staff in a manner regarded as un-
suitable. Members will recall that on the
Address-in-reply, I asked the Government
to instifute an inquiry, without delay, to
find accommodation for the nurses, This
has been dome. I reported then that we,
as the Perth Hospital Board, were con-
sidering the erection of temporary strue-
tures, even behind the Infectious Diseases
Hospital, in order to meet the urgent neces-
sity of finding accommodation for these
140 to 150 nurses. At{ that time we, as a
board, had secoured the city in our search
for aeccommodation, but without avail. I
felt there must be some alternative solu-
tion to the spending of from £30,000 to
£30,000 on a building which would have
no further future unse.

Following my suggestion—and I think I
spoke for the Perth Hospital Board that
afternoon—inquiries were made and I, as
liaison officer of the Perth Hospital, had
the opportunity of knowing what those in-
quiries were and the results that accrued.
The first suggestion that came along was
that there was a place in Havelock-street
which might be used to house from 30 to
40 of the nurses. That accommodation was
to be shared by the King Edward Mem-
orial Hospital, the Children’s Hospital and
the Royal Perth Hospiial. That, however,
did not nearly meet our requircments. It
still left us looking for aecommodation for
about 100 nurses. Various other buildings
in the eity were looked at and found to be
unsuitable, and it was 1 who suggested to
the Perth Hospital Board of Management
that, as the Dutch were leaving the Clois-
ters, we might investigate that building to
see if it would be suiteble to house our
nursing staff. Following this the board,
and the committee that was set up, in-
quired into and eventually took over the
Cloisters for the use of our nurses. At
about that time I became aware that For-
rest House conld be made available to us.

Not only is the need of the nursing staff
for the new hospital urgent, but when that
hospital does open its doors we will be able
to provide for the people of Perth many
mediea! functions which are now either in-
adequately carried out or not attempted, As
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a result it will be necessary to increase the
medical staff, and the technical staff of bio-
chemists, hacteriologists, physiotherapists,
ete,, and they, too, must bhave accommoda-
tion found for them. Many meetings of the
Perth Hospital Board, devoted entirely to
the question of the provision of aecommoda-
tion, have taken place. We feel that Forrest
House would provide the accommodation so
urgently required and I sincercly trust that
the Government’s move in negotiating to
take over Forrest House, reaches completion,
because it wiil settle one of the most urgent
problems facing the community.

When Mr. Baxter says that one floor of
the Perth Hospital could be set aside for the
marsing staff, I am afraid he fails to appre-
ciate what the contents of the building are.
The present ontpatients’ department is anti-
quated to such an extent that the conditions
are nothing short of doplorable. The new
building will have several flaors set aside so
that the outpatients will be catered for in o
manner that is not poseible today. There will
be one or two floors set aside for intermedi-
ate hospital beds, and they will provide ac-
commadation, now so sadly lacking in the
private hospitals, for the sick people of the
city as well as those who come from the
country looking for specialist and other
treatment. It was not without a good deal
of thought that the Royal Perth Hospital
has, in conjunction with the Government and
its officers, asked that this accommodation
be made available.

Only at the last meeting of the board in-
quiries werc made a2s to whether we con-
sidered we could, as a hespital, give up the
taking over of the Cloisters when Forrest
House was made available. But I think the
Perth Hospital Board was quite right in
holding its hand and saying, “We will not
give this up hurriedlv, until we know our
requirements.” If the Royal Perth Hospital
were to be completed next year and there
were no arrangements for adequate housing
of the nursing staff, and this House bad to
be told that although the hospital was com-
pleted it conld not earry out its functions,
then some member, as AMr. Baxter has done
today, would feel justified in moving the
adjonrnment of the House to complain of
the inaderuate arrangements made in order
{o mect the contingency which was bound to
arrive. Here we have seen it, and I con-
gratulate the Perth Hospital Board and the
Government officers who have been asso-
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ciated with the inquiry in finding what looks
to be a solution to the problem. I would
like to go a little further and say how neces-
sary it is that the nurses’ home be started
immediately.

1 have previously given to the House the
plan, which I think should be adopted, of
purchasing MacFarlane’s property, taking
Irwin-street right through and running the
new leg of the present nurses’ home from
Murray-sireet to Wellington-street, so that
the whole building would be complete on
the Royal Perth Hospital land. Even if that
were done it would take two or three years
to complete the work. During that time it s
imperative that we should have seccommoda-
tion for the nursing staff. T, too, deplore
the lack of accommodation for visitors to
the city, but feel that accommodation for
the nursing staff of the new hospital is more
urgenily required than is anything of the
kind for visitors, 1 trust that before long the
housing problem will lessen sufficiently !;0
enable adequate structures to be erected in
Perth to meet the obvious needs for in-
creased accommodation in the eity. This
nursing problem had to be faced. 1t has
been met, and T congratulate those who have
been instrumental in providing the neces-
sary accammodation so that when the Royal
Perth Hospital is completed it may funetion
satisfaetorily for the sick people of the
State.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W,
H. Kitson—West) [3.2]: The question of
accommodation raised by Mr, Baxter is a
very serious one, but I doubt whether it
i serious enough at this stage to warrant
him in moving his nrgency motion. He ad-
vised me of his intention, and as a result of
that advice T have beer able to obtain some
information which I propose to give to the
House. On the other hand I would like to
say that the position from the point of
view of the hospital is just as outlined by
Dr. Hislop. We have to determine, I
think, whether we are to provide accom-
modation which will allow of the Royal
Perth Hospital- functioning properly when
it is open as against refusing the opportun-
ity of acquiring the use of premises such
as Forrest House, that are at present cater-
ing for a number of private individuals,
In my opinion the requirements of the
Royal - Perth Hospital should have first
priority. I -know that Forrest House has



1996

accommodated a number of people for
many years, There are some permanent
boarders who have lived there for a very
long time.

Hon, C. B. Williams: How many per-
manent boarders are there?

Hon, C, F. Baxter: There are 50.

Hon. C. B. Williams: “The West Aus-
tralian™ says there are 30.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A few
people have lived there for many years.
There is no intention to put them out of
Forrest House immediately, I suggest to
Mr. Baxter that so far as the great major-
ity of the people who patronise Forrest
House are concerned, there would probably
he other apportunities for them to secure
accommodation. It may be as well if I tell
Mr. Baxter of the information that has
been given to me. e will realise that he
has the wrong idea, and that he is not fully
aequainted with what has been done in con-
nection with seeuring accommodation for
CGovernment purpeses. He has referred to
Forrest House, the Cloisters and the Orph-
anage, He asked certain questions and ap-
parently was satisfied with the replies that
were given to him.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You would not have
had the motion had I been satisfied.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I under-
stood he was satisfied with the replies given,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: No!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Even so,
aceording to what he has had to say today,
there are some features of the guestion
about which he feels some information
should he gavailable, It will therefore do
no harm if I give the particnlars supplied
to me in regard to the various properties
he has referred. to today and previously.
One of the first propertics mentioned was
London House. This is in Murray-street,
These premises were purchased from the
owners in order to aecommodate the staff of
the Elcetricity Commission, The property
wns on the market for sale and, if the
Government had not acquired it, some other
purchaser would have done so. I under-
stand that the previous owners of London
House intend to build on a site in St
George’s-terrace, and thercfore so far as
the aequisition of those premises is con.
cerned there is no guestion of the Govern-
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ment dispossessing any tenants who were
having diffieulty in finding alternative ac-
commodation.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: I did not mention
London House today.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member mentioned it to me,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That has nothinyg
to do with this question.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am
giving thiz information to the House. The
hon. member also referred to the Orphan-
age in Adelaide-terrace. That property
was taken over from the Church of Eng-
land after it had been vacated by the army
authorities, It was owned by the Church
of England for many years but was leased
to the army authorities during the war.
With the termination of hostilities the pro-
perty also came on the market, It was of
fered to the Government by the chureh and
eventunlly purchased by the Government
for the accommodation of officers of the
Publie Serviee who had previously been
provided for in the Government House ball-
roem as well, I think, as in Government
House itself, There was no question of
dispossessing any tenants so far as that
building was concerned.

On account of the nrgent need of find-
ing aceommodation for the nurses for the
Roval Perth Hospital the Government, as
pointed out by Dr. Hislop, explored every
possible avenue open to it to acquire such
accommodation as was available to coinecide
with the time when the hospital itself would
be functioning. So it was that the question
of using the Cloisters was given considera-
tion, and eventually a sunb-lease of those
premises wag acqnired by the Government.
Members may be aware that until the end
of October the Cloisters had been oceupied
for some considerable time by Duteh
evacueces from the Near Kast, Those people
having now been evacuated to their own
country the premises were vacated, and
there again it eannot be said that the Geov-
crnment, by taking a sub-lease, has dispos-
sessed any tenants in the way suggested by
Mr. Baxter,

According to the information given to me
today, after the sub-lease of the Cloisters
was entered into, Forrest House was sug-
gested to the Government as being suitable
premires that it might consider acquiring
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for the purpose of accommodating nurses.
We were also advised that those premises
were on the market and that negotiations
were already taking place between the pro-
prietors and a certain friendly society in the
city, The Government, being anxious to
secure suitable aecommodation wherever pos-
sible, entcred into negotiations whereby it
might secure n lease or sub-lease from the
present owners or the purchasers of Forrest
House if they concluded their negotiations
in that way. This i¢ what has been done.
There is no need for me to stress the neees-
sity for additional accommodation for the
nurses of the Royal Perth Hospital. As Dr.
Hislop said, about 15¢ additional nurses will
he required once the hospital opens it doors.

Hon. A. Thomson: Do yon mean the
present building?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The new
building, Quite a lot has oceurred during
the last 12 or 18 months including, for in-
stanee, an amendment of the Arbitration
Court award for nurses which has given them
a 44-hour week, and will of itself necessitate
the employment of a considerable number
of additional nurses. I do not want to quar-
rel with Dr. Hislop’s figures. I am told
that the minimum number would be 140, but
he mentioned 150 additional nurses, Some
timo will elapse before it will be necessary
to provide accommodation for that number
of nurses. Meanwhile arrangements have
been made with the proprietor of Forrest
House that he will allow the Government to
use a portion of the premises leaving suffi-
cient for him to provide accommodation for
his permanent guests. He advised the officers
of the Public Works Department who car-
vied out the negotiations that a fair pro-
portion of the rooms were used by ecasual
tenants.

If the lease of Forrest House is com-
pleted, it is the intention of the Royal Perth
Hospital authorities to take over one floor
immedizately, leaving the halance of the
premises available for tenants. Some months
will elapse before it will be necessary for
the hospital authorities to secure wmore aec-
commeodation in Forrest House, I think it
can be said that the department negotiating
this business has had in mind the require-
ments of all parties. My experience in re-
zard to matters of this kind is that wherever
the Publie Works Department—it is the
Land Resumption Branch of the department
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which deals with these questions—takes a
hand, it is at least considerate of the in-
terests of the other people who may be in-
volved.

I am also informed that if the accom-
modation in Forrest House is sufficient to
meet the requirements of the Royal Perth
Hospital, the Children’s Hospital and the
King Edward Memorial Hospital, all of
which are in nced of further accommodation
for nurses, the sublease of the Cloisters will
be cancelled, and in that event the property
will revert to the original lessee. Tt is antici-
pated that this building will he able to cater
for any tenants of Forrest House who may
be displaced as a result of the requirements
of the Royal Perth Hoswital.

Members will realise that the department
has been considerate to the extent of taking
into account all the aspeets of this very
vexed question. Before T came to the Honse
this afternoon, T had a word with the Under
Treasurer, who had just left & mecting deal-
ing with matters of this sort, and he said
it looked very much as though the Cloisters
would not be required, I cannot say that
the Cloisters will not be required, but that
is the information tendered to me only an
hour ago. This being so, the argument of
Mr. Baxter falls to the ground, as there wilt
be alternate accommodation available to the
people who may be displaced from Forrest
Honse.

Another property mentioned by Mr, Bax-
ter iz that known as “Q’Mara’s” at the
corner of King-street and St. George's-ter-
race. True, the Government has heen
negotiating for the purchase of this pro-
perty, the idea being to use it for the hous-
ing of the Electricity Commission, the Stale
Government Insurance Office and other Gov-
ernment and semi-Government departments,
As members are aware, the Electricity Com-
mission now has possession of London
Houge, in Murray-street. and as the nced
for additional accommodation for the State
Government Insurance Office is not as ur-
gent as are many other matters, there has
been no eonclusion of these negotiations up
to date.

The only persons who may be inconven-
ienged by the Governmenl's acquisilion of
these properties are a limited number of
tenants in Forrest House, and I think mem-
bers can rest assured that the Government.
through its departments, will exert its bhest
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endeavours to find alternate acecommodation
if necessary, though without giving any
guaranfee that it will actwally find it. I
do not think Mr. Baxter would expect m«
to commit the Government to the extent of
Fnding accommodation. Through the activi-
ties of the Workers' Homes DBoard, it is
expected that at least some of the resident
of Forrest Houze will be catered for by
homes in course of ercetion by that auth-
ority.

While the hon. member has preferved to
move this motion as a matter of wrgency,
T would point out that the Government 1s
well aware of the diffieulties confrontine
quite a number of people and is prepared
to do everything in its power to ease the
situation for them. We must, however,
have regard to the requirements of a pub-
lic institution such as the Royal Perth Hos-
pital and, in view of the circumstances as
we all know them, T do not think anyone
would eriticise or hlame the Government
for taking advantage of the opportunity
to lease premises such as Forrest House,
which will for the time being enable the
hospital authorities to meet reauirements
in the way of hospital accommodation for
nirses.

This will not he permanent; I assume
that eventually other accommodation will
have to be provided, but meanwhile the
Glovernment has taken whatever steps were
open to it to meet the awkward cireum-
stances prevailing. In view of what I have
said, I think members will agree that we
have given econsideration to the require-
ments, not only of our own servants, such
as the nurses and so on, but also of other
people. If events turn ount as T have sug-
gested they might and probably will and
the Cloisters are not required for govern-
mental purposes, there will be no reason to
suggest that additional accommodation will
not be available to any persons who may
be displaced as a vesult of our occupancy
of a portion of Forrest House.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (East—in reply)
[3.22} : Dr. Hislop has given his ideas from
the standpoint of the accommodation re-
quired for nurses. With those ideas I quite
agree. Dr. Hislop was wrong in stating that
I object to the Forrest House project. 1
did not raise any objection to the action of
the Government in taking over those pre-

[COUNCIL.]

mises. [ wished to know what is going to
happen to the people living there at present.
The Chief Secretary has dealt with that
aspect, Dr. Hislop mentioned that the pro-
viston of aecommeodation for the nurses at
the Royal Perth Hospital is urgent. When
the hospital is opened, it will be urgent. The
Chief Secretary represents the Government
and Dr. Hislop is on the committee of the
Royal Perth Hospiial, and I should like to
know from them why nothing has been done
until the very eve of the hospital being open-
ed. Or is it that they do not expect the hos-
pital to be opened for a considerable time?
If this is so, the aceommodation need not
be taken over so promptly.

The ruests at Forrest House have heen
ziven notice to get out, However, the in-
formation given this afternoon is that this
is a matier of urgeney. I stressed the point
that the accommodation available at the
three plaeces mentioned could be divided up
and that the Government eould take some
portion of it. No-one will deny that the
nurses must he provided for, but this ae-
commodation should have heen available long
ago, and it should have heen provided ad-
jacent to the hospital and not so far away
as iz proposed.

The position, as explained by the Chief
Seeretary, is that there will be eertain ac-
commodation at Forrest House available to
the present guests. That fact, however, is
not known to them. These people want to
be informed where they will be able to get
accommodation in future. Forrest House
is nsed not only by people coming from the
country, hut also by people engaged in the
city. The Workers’ Homes Board cannot
relieve the position much beeanse very few
of those guests will be looking for homes,
They are people who customarily live in
guest-houses, I appreciate the explanation
given by the Chief Secretary hecause it did
show what is heing done. The position is not
as black as it ot first appeared. The trouble
is that evervbody has been left in the dark
as to what the Government is doing. I con-
sider it far better to take the responsibility
of moving this motion than to keep on ask-
ing questions, because this afternoon we
have been supplied with the requisite in-
formation in the space of about ten min-
utes.

The Chief Secretarv: You could have
given notice of intention to move a motion.
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Hon. C. F, BAXTER: This is an urgent
matter for the people concerned. They are
very worried and there is no place where
they can get accommodation. Many of them
have tried and have found that there is no
accommodation offering. They want to
know where they will go when they are
turned out of Forrest House, which will be
early in the New Year. The paosition for
them is acute, because Forrest House has
been their home, During the war, people had
to put up with all sorts of inconvenienees;
in fact, many of them were herded in some
buildings like pigs, and it is not right to
ask them to continue to live under such
conditions. Now that the war is over, they
are entitled to consideration. We have been
told that the Cloisters will not now be re-
quired, and so there will be an opportunity
to use those premises as a guest-house,
which will relieve the position for those
cjected from Forrest House, Appreciating
the information given by the Chief Secre-
tary, I ask leave of the House to withdraw
the motion.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Land Act Amendment.
2, Couniry Areas Water Supply.
3, Comprehensive Agrieunltural Areas and
Goldfields Water Supply.

Received from the Assembly.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
s to Recommittal.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon.
E. H Gray—West) [3.30): I desirc to
move that the Bill be recommitied for the
purpose of considering a new clause.

The PRESIDENT: Is the new clanse on
the notice paper?

The HONORARY MINISTER: No, but
eopies have heen eirculated amongst mem-
bers,

The PRESIDENT: Tt must be on the
notice paper. The Honorary Minister can
postpone the matter.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Can I
explain the amendment?
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The PRESIDENT: No. The Honorary
Minister will have to do that tomorrow. I
can read the Standing Order if the Minister
wishes. I think it would be better to have
the consideration of the matter made an
Order of the Day for the next sitting,

The HONORARY MINISTER: Very
well, T will adopt that eourse.

Order postponed,

BILL—STATE HOUSING,
In Committee,
Hon. J. A. Dimmitt in the Chair;
Chief Sceretary in charge of the Bill,
Clauses 1 to B—agreed to.
Clause 9—Constitution of commission:
Hon, A, L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (2) of Sub-
clanse (2) the word ‘‘three’’ be struck out
and the word ‘‘two’’ inserted in lieu.

the

The aim is to alter the composition of the
commission. At present it is provided that
three members shall be officers employed in
the Public Service, one shall be a person to
represent the industrial unions of workers
registered in connection with the building
trades, and one shall be a person with a
wide knowledge and experience in the build-
ing industry. As we cannot alter the num-
hers, the only way I can effeet the reform T
desire is to change the representation from
three officers of the Public Service to two.
Later, T propose to move for the insertion
of & paragraph providing that one member
shall be a woman,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cunnot
accept the amendment. YWe believe that the
interests of women are catered for satis-
factorily under present conditions. The
board lays down policy and gives dircetions
as to how that poliecy shall be carried out.
The aclual work is done by the seeretary
and the administrative staff, The present
hoard has the services of a female architect,
and I believe those serviees have been very
valuable from the point of view both of the
board and women., In addition, a’ female
welfare officer has been appointed by the
koard, who will have certain duties to per-
form, first of all in inspeeting the homes of
applicants for building permits, and, second-
Iy, in periodieally inspecting the homes
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secured by applicants. So the interests of
women are recciving attention.

Quite a number of other people feel they
should have representation on boards of this
kind, but it is not eonsidered that the repre-
sentation on this commission should be in-
creased beyond the number provided for in
the Bill. If the Government gave represen-
tation to all who desired it the commission
would be quite unwieldy, I believe that in
order to meef the viewpoint of some of the
women’s organisations, the Premier has al-
veady suggested that they should appoint
a liaison officer to work with the housing
commission, so that if there should be any
pbase of this problem that the women desire
to bring bLefore the board, it could be sub-
mitted through that officer. So there is no
need to alter the constitution of the com-
mission,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I am en-
tirely in sympathy with tbe object of the
mover but I do not think it is necessary
to achieve what he has in mind in the way
he suggests. Why should not the women’s
representative be a member of the Publie
Service? I think women should be repre-
sented; but instead of pressing this amend-
ment, the hon. member should allow the
Government to appoini three members of
the Public Service and then slightly alter
the wording of his proposed new paragraph
to provide that ‘‘one member of such com-
mission shall be a woman.”’ I would eer-
tainly support him in that, but T do not
feel inclined to cut down the number of
Government representatives.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: As far as I
can see, the amendment would permit the
Government to appoint the woman archi-
tect or the welfare worker referred to or
any other public servant. The alteration
snggested would mean that of the five
members two would be officers—there may
e more—of the Public Service. Tt does
not say that only two shall be sueh nfficers.
With regard to proposed paragraph (d}
which provides that one member of the
Commission shall be a woman, she could
Ire a memher of the Civil Servige, if the
Government thought fit. T think it is the
desire of those women who take an active
and keen interest in public life to he re-
presented on the commission; and if is
qunite right that if a representative of the
industrial unions is to be ineluded, there

[COUNCIL.]

should be on the commission a woman, who
obviously would know a considerable
amount about the domestic arrangements
associated with the housing problem. I
support the amendment,

Hon. A, L. LOTON: I have no objeetion
to supporting the suggestion of Sir Hal
Colebateh, but I do hope that the Commit-
tec will insist upon a woman being appointed
to the commission. Whether that is done
by providing in a separate elause that one
of the Public Service officers shall be a
woman or by deleting the word ‘‘three’’
and substituting ‘‘two’’ with a view to my
subsequent amendment being adopted is
immaterial,

Hon. A. THOMSON: It is very desirable
that there should be a woman on this eom-
mission. As one who has had considerable
experience in building homes in days gone
by, I think that too frequently the con-
venience and comfort of women oh the
domestie side has not received sufficient
consideration. If it iz held that o re-
prescntative of the industrial unions and
a contractor should he appointed to the
board, then surely women, who have to live
in the homes and endure all the inconveni-
ences, should be entitled to be represented.

In my opinion, if we had a woman on
the Dboard at present granting permits
for the ercction of homes, a great deal
more sympathetic consideration would
be given to many applicants than is
in evidenee today. As it is, people
cannot buy homes or vent them, and
are therefore homeless. Although a
greater proportion of homes is being
erected in the metropolitan area at present
than in the country areas, if people
apply for permits they are told that they
may expect a reply early in the new year.
Many of the applicants are women and
I Pbelieve that if there were a woman on
the board more sympathetic consideration
would he given to them,

Hon. G. Fraser: All the board’s deci-

sions arve based on sympathetic considera-
tion teday.

Hon. A. THOMSON: T know of one or
two cases where not much sympathy was
shown. Although the hoard was swmry, it
was snowed up with applications. That
ts why some people have to live in tents. I
support Mr. Loton’s amendment, and I he-
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lieve that women should be consulted to a
greater extent, particularly in matters such
as home-building. I have previously told
memhers that a woman once informed
one of our leading architects, in my pres-
ence, that if a little more consideration
were given to women’s views and the re-
quirements of women our homes would be
more convenient than they ave.

I know it is the aim and object of the
Government to build homes that will be as
eomfortable as possible bat, as women play
such an important part in the upbringing
and care of children, as well as looking
after the material requirementz of their
menfolk, I believe a woman would be just
as capable of giving good service on this
commission as would any man, It has heen
suggested that the appointee might be a eivil
servant. In that case we might have ap-
pointed a typiste, with very lit!le experi-
ence of housework or household manage-
ment. I hope we will see one woman repre-
sentative on the commission.

Hon. G. BENNETTS: I have worked,
aver a period of years, with women on dif-
ferent committees, and many of them have
done excellent work, Today we have women
members of Parliament doing good work.
We have a lady architect, who iz doing an
exeellent job in planning hemes, She has
recently been to Kalgoorlie in connection
with the Fresh Air League Home, and
there is no danbt she is an a-set to the
movement and does her job perhaps better
than would a man, but I would prefer that
this provision be left as it is, with her
experience retained on the architectural
side.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: I will support Mr.
Loton’s amendment, if altered along the lines
sngaeeted by Sir Hal Colebatch. I agree that
the services of a woman on this eommission
would be of inestimable value. T think any
man about to build a residence would con-
sult his wife, therchy ensuring that he
would gel the most serviceable and snit-
able type of home.

Hon. G. FRASER: I cannot understand
the agitation for a woman on the commis-
sion ag the function of that body is to lay
down a poliey,

Hon. A. Thomson: Is not a woman cap-
able of assisting in that work?

Hon. 3. FRASER: The designing of
homes 15 not the function of the commission
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but of the architect, who in this instanee is
a woman. If the home built for an indi-
vidual is not to his taste, that is his owns
fault.

Hon, A. Thomson: Today he has to take
what he gets.

Hon, G. FRASER: That is 2 mistake
that has becn made during this debate.
Even under the normal building scheme of
the Workers’ Homes Board the approved
applicant, on approaching the archi.ect, is
shown anything up to 100 designs. If they
are rejected by either the husband or wife
the architect, if shown what is wanted,
witl draw fresh plans.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: The hoard would have
to approve.

Hon. G. FRASER.: The board only inter-
feres to the extent of the advance made.

Hon, H. 8. W. Parker: What does the
board do?

Hon, . FRASER: It lays down the
policy.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker:
woman be helpful there?

Hon. G. FRASER: Not necessarily. I
eonsulted my wife as to the type of house
she wanted, and I think most men would do
the same. That is the architect’s side of
the business, where a woman ean play an
important part. The suggestion of the
Government to appoint a female liaison
officer between the women’s organisations
and the avchiteetural side is sound, hut T ean
see po improvement to be eained by plae-
ing a woman on a eommission that handles
the business side. Mr. Thomson mentioned
sympathetic consideration, and I believe
that all the decisions of the hoard are
hased on such consideration from the point
of view of the size of the family to be ac-
commodated. Women have the right to
interview the architeet and obtain what
they requirve, within the means provided.

Hon. A. L. LOTOXN: I do not doubt that
the architeet iz doing a good job, but if
a laywoman could not bring to the hous-
ing commission more knowledge and ex-
perience than the Government architeet
has shown in many buildings in the past,
she would be making a poor showing. T
ask the Committee to agree to the amend-
ment,

Would not a
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: There seems
to be some misunderstanding of the fune-
tions of the board. Mr. Fraser is right in
saying that the board deals with the busi-
ness side of tbe question, laying down the
policy to be carried out, I do nof suggest
that a woman could not fill the position of
a member of the board as well as could
anybody else, but I see no necessity to sey
that one member shall be a woman, The
decision as to the type of building to be
erceted does not rest with the board, but
with the seeretary and administrative staff.
There are officers who are consulted by
clients for that purpose, and all sorts of
facilities are provided, including the ser-
vices of a woman architeet. The board
meets once or twice a week, and it is futile
to say that a woman member would have
any material influence on the type of hounse
being built. It is for that reason that the
Government has endeavoured to give efleet
to the women’s point of view by the ap-
pointment of a female architect, a welfare
officer, and the suggested appointment of
& female liaison officer between women’s
organisations and the administrative see-
tion.

Hon. A. Thomson: Surely the board will
decide the tvpe of building to he erected.

The CHIEY¥ SECRETARY: No, the
hoard does not decide that at all. That is
for the eclient to decide. T thought Mr.
Thomson would be well aware of that fact.
The board lays down the general policy and
deals with finances and the administration
of other activities coming within its juris-
diction. Therefore it is not essential that
a woman should be a member of the board
in order to give the woman’s point of view.
I do not want to be misunderstood and de
not desire it to be said that I am opposed
to a woman being on the board. T say that
there is no particular resson why a woman
should be a member of this board, the
members of which are chosen for their pro-
fessional ecapacity and knowledge—with
the exception, of course, of the representa-
tives of the workers and the employers or
contractors. I understand the board is
called together on an average of about
twice a week, although I believe that the
individual members do quite a lot of work
on behalf of the board outside ordmarv
hours.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, H. 8. W. PARKER: If it is advis-
able to have representatives of the workers
and of the contractors on the board, T ean-
not see why it is not equally advisable to
have a woman on the board. If it is purely
a business body, why not confine it to the
three senior officers of the Public Service?

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes . . 10
Noes .. .. . 8
Majority for .. 2
AYFS.
Hen, L. B, Rolton Hon, H. 8. W. Parker
Homn. Sir Ha lCnlehmoh Hon, H. L. Roche
Hon. K. H. Halt Hon. C. H. Simpson
Hon. 1. G. Hislop Hom. A, Thomsoca
Hon. A. L. Loton Hon. R. M. Forrcst
{Teller.)
Nors,
Hon. G. Beunectts Hon, W. H. Kltsou
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon. E, H. Gray Hon. C. B. Willioms
Hon, W. R. Hall Hon. G. Fraser
(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Sitting snspended from 4.7 to 4.25 pom.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: I move an amend-
ment—

That a new paragraph be added to Sub-
clause (2) as follows:—*‘{d) One member
of the Commission shall be a woman.’’

Amendment put and passed; the eclause,
a3 amended, agreed to.

Clauses 10 to 13—agreed to.
Clause 1+—Crown Ageney:

Hon, H. 5. W. PARKER: Will the Chief
Secretary please explain what the clause
means? It is most extraordinary, Under
it, the Crown could over-ride anything =t
all. If a man were found guilty of an of-
fenee under this measure, the Crown could
pardon him. Surely that is not meant. It
is in direet confliet with Clause B, as the
commission would have far grenter powers
than would the Minister. Under that clause
the ecommission is subject to the direetion
of the Minister. Subelause (2) of Clause
14 provides that the powers conferred shall
re in addition to any other powers embodied
in the Agt. This is an over-riding power,
and the commission could say anything it
liked to the Government,
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: This is a
legal addition and I would not be prepared
to give an interpretation of it offhand. It
apparently is in accordance with the
Queensland Aet, and I imagine it is to give
the commission the full powers it may de-
sire. The commission is going to deal not
only with housing under the Workers’
Homes Act but with the Commonwealth-
State Housing Agrcement;, the soldiers’
homes legislation and other matters it has
not dealt with before. I could not give a
legal interpretation,

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Would you post-
poene the clanse?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, fur-
ther consideration of the clause postponed.

Clauses 15 to 20—agreed to.

Clause 21—Special powers of the eom-
mission

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH : I move an
;unendment——

That in line 1 of paragraph (a) of Sub-
clause {1) the word ‘‘take’’ be struck out.

It is an objectionable word to.use in such
connection. The following paragraph pro-
vides that the commission may take and
compulsorily acguire land . in accordance
with the procedure prescribed by the Pub-
liec Works Aect, 1902-1933. 1 cannot see
that the word serves any useful purpose
here, and it is objectionable to say, without
qualification, that the commission may
‘“take land.”’

The CHIEF SECRETARY: T am advised
by our legal advisers that this word should
remain hecause it iz necessary that this
measure  should econform to the Public
Works Act, Section 10 of which provides
that Tand may be taken under the provisions
of that meansure. The word “take” is fre-
quently used in subsequent seetions in eon-
nection with the acquisition of land. This
does not interfere in any way with an
owner’s right to appeal against acquisition.

Hoen. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The fol-
lowing paragraph gives power tn take land.
Is this intended to give the commission the
right to take land otherwise than under
the procedure prescribed by the Publie
Works Act?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. It is
to bring it into conformity with the Public
Works Act. We used the same torms in the
Electricity Act which we passed recently.
It is just a question of a legal require-
ment, as far as I can see,

Hon. Sir HAL: COLEBATCH: The fact
that power is given in the next paragraph
to take land in accordance with the Publie
Works Aet suggests that the word ‘‘take’’
here, means that land can be taken under
provisions other than those of the Public
Works Act, That would be objectionable.
We do not want to leave the matfer in
doubt so that, apart from any rules or
laws, lund eould be taken.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is what is being
done now,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: It should
not be done under this measure. I am in
favour of the commission acquiring land if
it is not being properly used, but it should
not have a general power to take land with-
out any protection for the owner. If the
word ‘‘take’’ were not in the following
paragraph there might be something in the
contention that there is need for it here.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ecannot
agree with Sir Hal. I cannot see why there
should be any objection to the word
““tuke’’ in this paragraph. It has a legal
meaning, apparently, and for that reason
has heen included.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I must
insist on the amendment. I have consulted
a legal authority and was given no good
reason for the inclusion of this word.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. 13
Noes . e s 6
Majority for .. 7
AvEB,
Hon, C. F. Baxter Hon, H. 8. W'. Parker
Hon. L, B, Bollon Hon. H, L. Roche
Hon. Sir Hal Colebaich Hoon. C. H, Simpsoen
Hon. R. M. Forrest Hon. A, Thomson
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon, H. Tuckey
Hon, J. G. Hislop Hon. L. Craig
Hon, A. L. Loton {Tellar.)
NOES.
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. W, H, Kitson
Hon. G. Fraser Hon, C. B. Williams
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. G. Bennetls.
(Tellar.)

Amendment thus passed.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That at the beginning of paragraph (b)
the following words be inserted :—*'Subject
to Subsection (2) of this section.’’

I have given notice of a new subclause
dealing with the question of appeals against
acquisition. This will protect (he interests
of any person whose land may be acquired
if he feels he has not received a fair deal.
This amendment is neeessary to link up
the proposed new subclaunse.

Awendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That # new subelause be inserted as fol-
lowsg:—

{2) (a) Subjeet to paragraph (d) of
this subsection, any owner, at law or in
equity, of land sought to be compulsorily
acquired by the Commission under the pro-
visions of thia scetion may, within the time
and in the manner preseribed, appeal to the
Minister against such acquisition on the
ground that the land so compulsorily ae-
quired—

(1) is being used by the appellant as lis

principal plage of residence; or

(ii) is intended by the appellant to be

used us his principal place of resi-
dence and that he owns no other
land suitable for auch purpose; or
(iii) is intended by the appellant to be
used a3 the principal place of resi-
dence of his ¢hild or of a near
relative mainly dependent on him,
and that neither the appellant nor
the ehild or near dependent rela-
tive, as the case may be, owns any
other land suitable for such pur-
pose, or

(iv) is being used for commercial, manu-
facturing or primary produecing
purposcs, and its acquisition would
impose great hardship on the
owner. For the purposes of this
subparagraph, any person using
the land for any of the purposcs
aforesaid shall have and may exer-
¢ise, subject to the provisions of
this subsection, the owner’s right
of appeal under this subsection.

{(h) The Minister may in his diseretion
allow or dismiss such appeal either wholly
or in part and subject to suech terms and
conditions (if any) as he thinks fit, and,
subject to the next succeeding paragraph,
effect shall be given to his decision ae-
cording to its temor.

{e) Within the time and in the manner
prescribed by rules of court, any appellant
who feels aggrieved by the decision of the
Minister may appeal to a Judge of the
Supreme Court against such decision, and

[COUNCIL.)

the Judge, after hearing the case for the
appellant and the case for the Commission,
and after considering public and community
interests, may allow or dismiss such appeal
cither wholly or in part, and may impose
such terms and conditions (if any) as the
judge thinks fit, and the decision of the
Judge shall be final and conclusive.

{d) Where—

(i) the commission hus prepared plans
for the subdivision of the land
within any area,

(ii) such plans have been approved by
the Town Planning Board consti-
tuoted under the Town Planning
and Development Act, 1928, and

(iii) the Commission haa compulsorily ac-
guired sueh land for the purposcs
of this Act,

then no owner of land within such arca
shall have any right of appeal against such
acequisition, but the Commission shall make
available to any sueh owner who, within
the time and in the manner prescribed, ap-
plies for a house within such avea, a suit-
able block under and subjeet to the pre-
visions of this Act.

As T have explained, the new subelause
provides for the right of appeal by an
owner in the case of compulsory acquisi-
tion. At present resumptions are made
under the Public Works Aet and appeals
are made under that Act, but the Govern-
ment eonsiders that appeals should now he
dealt with under this legislation, The sub-
elause speaks for itself.

Amendment put and passed; the claose,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 22 to 24—agreed to,

Clause 25—VNrection of workers’ dwell-
ings:

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I have received a
letter which raises an intevesting point. It
reads—

Re the Housing Bill now before the Upper
House, it is gravely defective on one point. The
crux of the lousing problem everywhere is
honsing the neeessarily intermittently employed
married man with dependent ¢hildren—a large
and ever-iccreasing elass in a country where
s0 much employment is scasonal by nature,

Experience in other lands shows that the only
satisfactory and cconomical way to do this is
by colonies of workers’ blocks of three to five
acrea each in outer subnrbs and cheap cottages
on cach Dblock, so that, when unemployed, the
worker cau produce for demestic use vegetables,
milk, eggs, ete.

These need to be grouped in colonies of at
least 100 such loldings per colony so that a
cheap bus serviee to town cnn e provided, and
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<very allottee needs to be a tenant of the hous-
ing commission to prevent abuses.

The experience of the civilised world shows

that, provided an intermittently employed man
can get two days’ wage-work a week (or its
cquivalent in unemployed dole) if he has a
worker's block of three to five acres whereon
he can produce vegetables, keep a cow and
fowls and possibly a pig, with cheap transport
to his usual work place, he e¢an live in frugal
comfort and rear healthy children. Otherwise
he is very apt to sink into being a slum dweller
with undernourished bairns and all the evils
slumg inevitably involve.
The suggestion contnins a eertain amount
of merit, and I should like to know whether
the eommission would have power to set up
properties of the type common in other
countries.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The housing
commission will have very wide powers and,
subject to the Minister, will have the right
to initiate schemes, though perhaps not
oxactly in accordanee with the one ouflined
in the letter read by Dr. Hislop. The com-
mission would have to decide whether a
scheme sueb as that is one it should initiate,
1f Dr. Hislop is interested in that scheme,
he might submit the matier to the Premier
for his consideration,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 26 to 28—agreed to,

Clause 28—Application in
specific allotments:

Hon. H. TUCKEY: I move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph (a) of Subc¢lause (1)
the words ‘‘specified in the application’’ be
strack out.

respeet of

A man might own two or three blocks of
land, and an applicant might seleet the very
one the owner had no desire to part with.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The words
should be retained as an indication that
the commission would have the right to
acquire some desived bloek of land. If ap-
plication were made for a particular block,
it would not follow that the commission
would agree to purchase it, but if the com-
mission compulsorily aequired if, the owner
wounld have the right of appeal under the
new subelause agreed to a few minutes ago.
The interests of landowners are well pro-
tected.

Hon. G. FRASER: I oppose the amend-
ment. I have had experience of individuals
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wanting the Workers’ Homes Board to buy
certain blocks of land. If we refain the
words, an applicant might ask permission to
buy a particular block provided it was for
sale. If we delete the words, the commis-
sion might interpret it to mean that only
land in large parcels should be dealt with,
Even if the amendment were passed, the
commission would still bave the power to
acquire a desired block.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH : Foliowing
Clause 21, the Chief Secretary bas inserted
provisions giving protection to the owner,
Would those same provisions apply in this
ease?

The Chief Seeretary: Yes,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That is
the more important point. The owner should
have the complete right to put up his own
case to the Minister, or, if he likes to go
beyond the Minister, to the eonrt.

The Chief Secretary: That is the reason
for the nmendment T moved.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed,
Ciause 30—Conditions of leases:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That 2 new subclause be added as fol-
lowa:—"¢(3) The Minister may, by writing
under his hand, delegate to the Commission
any one or more of his powers under this
section, either generally or in amny partieular
cofe or cases.’’

The object is to mive the Minister authority
to delegate to the commission certain
powers, which will mean a more expedi-
tious handling of business.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 31 to 50—agrecd to.

Clause 51—Restraint oa power of aliena-
tion during mortgage:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendment—
That Subelause (2) he struck out.

This places n prohibition of a period of five
vears during which land and buildings the
subject of a mortgage could not be trans-
ferred. Tf the subelanse is deleted it will
mean that such properties can be alienated
at any time.
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Amendment put and passed; the eclause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanses 52 to (8—agreed to.
Clause 69—Community facilities:
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an

amendment—

That in liue 6 of paragraph (a) of Sub-
clause (2) the word '‘grounds’’ be struck
out aud the word *‘ground’’ inserted in licu.

This is necessary on aceount of a printer’s
SITor,

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That in line 4 of subparagraph (iii) of
paragraph (a) the words ‘"the child nor’’
be struck out and the words ‘‘the appellant
nor the child or?’? inserted in lieu,

1t is considered necessary to include the
word “appellant.”

Amendment put and passed,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment— .

That in line 6 of subparagraph (iii) of
paragraph (a) after the word ‘‘purpose™
the word ‘‘or’’ he inserted.

This word is nceessary to conneet the two
paragraphs,

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
amendment—

That a new subparagraph be inserted as
follows:— ¢ {iv) is being used for commer-
cinl, manufacturing or primary producing
purposes, and its acquisition would impose
great hardship on the owner. For the pur-
poses of this subparagraph, any person using
the lanil for any of the purposes aforesaid
ghall have and may cxercise, subject to the
provisions of this subsection, the owmer’s
right of appeal under this subsection,’’

This subparagraph is necessary to conform
with the amendment we made to Clause 21
giving the ewner the right to appeal on these
grounds.

Amendment pnt and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clanses 7¢ to 77—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 14—Crown agency:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This clause
wag pnstponed at the request of Mr. Parker.
T have not had an opportunity to look at it.
1 suggest that the hon. memhber allow it to

[COUNCIL.]

go through and I can give him an explana-
tion on recommittal at the next sitting.

Postponed elauvse put and passed.

First Schedule, Second Sehedule, Title—
agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

HON. R. M. FORREST (North) [5.17]
in moving the second reading said: I am
introducing this small Bill to amend Seetion
71 of the Electoral Act, 1907-1940. The
Bill applies only to the North Province,
and the four electoral districts of Kimher-
ley, Pilbara, Roebourne and Gascoyne,
which are embodied in it. The Nerth Pro-
vinee is distinet from all other provinees
in the State, inasmuch as it is the only one
not served by a railway, with the exeeption
of the line running between Port Hedland
and Marble Bar, a distanee of approxi-
mately 114 miles. This line serves a very
limited area, with a train running once a
week. It is only the towns in the North
that are served by air mail services, with
the cxception that there is an air line, run-
ning between Perth and Port Hedland,
which calls at Yinnetharra station, and

Wittenoom. I might add that the latter
place is 20 miles from the nearest
habitation,

Another service runs fortnightly from
Derby to Wyndham, relurning via Hall's
Creck and Fitzroy Crossing, being known
as the “doctor serviee.” During the
months between December and April, this
doctor service ig very often grounded and
for that period the North-West, from
Broome to Carnarvon, is subjeet te eye-
loni¢ disturbanees. When such disturb-
ances oceur, nearly all transport in the
North is paralysed. The remainder of the
provinee is, in most cases, served by fort-
nightly road services. If there is rain—it
does not require much rain—the whole of
that transport is at a standstill, as there
are no hitumen roads in the Novth, nearly
all being simply bush tracks. If there is
mueh rain, all that transport is stopped,
and eonsequently, when snch econditions pre-
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vail, the time allowed uwnder the present
Act is insullicient for many people in out-
lying arcas to exercise their franchise.

Even under favourable conditions, a
great many people in the North-West often
find it impossible (o vecord their postal
votes. The blame must not be attributed to
the Blectoral Department, which I consider
to be a very efficient organisation, but the
time allowed under the present Act is not
sufficient,  When nominations close, the
necessary papers have to be printed, They
are then sent by air to the returning off-
cers in the towns in the North Province,
being forwarded thence to the postal vote
officers by road mail. In some eases they
are sent out disfances of up to 250 miles.
During my tour of the North Province—
1 have been over the whole of it—I re-
ceived geveral complaints from people wha
said it was difficult for them to record
postal votes, owing to the limited time at
present allowed. In many instances the
papers, sent north after nominations had
closed, reached the postal vote officers on
‘the day before the clection. In some cases,
they reached those officers a week after the
cleclion. I believe it to be only just that
evary citizen should have a perfeet right
to take part in the clection of those whe
arc to govern the ecountry 'and, where
necessary, to record a postal vote. The Bill
aims to provide a minimum of 42 days and
a maximum of 60 days. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the
dehate adjourned.

Honorary Minister,

BILL—WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
TROTTING ASSOCIATION.

In Committee,

Resumed from the 13th November. IHon.
G. Frascr in the Chair; the Chicf Sceretary
in charge of the Bill,

Pirst Schedule:

The CHLAIRMAN : When progress waa re-
ported, the question before the Committee
was that the First Schedule, as amended, be
agreed to, 'We had progressed to By-luw 4.

Hon, H. §. W. PARKER: I move an
amendment—

That in line 2 of By-law 4 the word ‘“ten’?
be struek out and the word *‘seven’’ in-
serted in lien,
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I believe that the committee has worked weli
with seven members, and would like to see
that number continued.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr, Parker
should supply a better reason for the re-
duction of the conunitiee from ten to seven.
Here again we are dealing with a direct re-
commendation of the Royal Commissioner
regarding the personnel of the committee.
On page 21 of the report there appears the
following :—

(2) Rule 5.~—Mcmbership of committee to be

increased from seven to ten, With an inerensed
membership in lieu of bonornry membership as
I have recommended, this will provide a wider
representation. (The Turf Club, with a mem.
bership of 330, has a committee of twelve.) In
addition, a larger committee would tend to-
wards a greater degree of independence in
handicappers and stewards. Election to be for
two years, and half fo retire annually.
That recommendation is based on the evi-
denee put before the commissioner, and the
Government thinks it esseniial fhat this re-
commendation be agreed to. I hope the
Commiitee will not depart from it.

Hon, Sir HAL COLEBATCH: T cannot
support the amendment.  Under the Bill,
this imporfant organisation is to he given
wide powers, and surely a commiitee of ten
is not tao hig when we read that one shail
be president and two viee-presidents. If
Mr. Parker’s amendment were carried, there
would then be only four ordinary members.
I believe that if no number were specified
and it were left to the members to say how
many there shonld be, the members of an
organisation to which such powers are to
he entrusted woeuld say that there should he
more than fonr ordinary members, together
with the president and vice-presidents; 1
think we should leave the provisinn as it
stands.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : I support the amend-
ment, because my experience has been that
large committees do not make for good man-
agement, I believe the work done in the
past speaks well for the committee of seven
and that it would not be in the best in-
torests of the Trotting Association to in-
crease the committee membership to ten.

Hon. W, J. MANN: The Chief Sceretary
complained that My, Parker had not given
mueh of a rveason for his amendment. T
could not sce mueh in the reason given by



2008

the Chief Secretary, except that it was the
recommendation of the Royal Commissioner,
Because the Royal Commissioner made a re-
commendation, 1 do not know that we are
called upon to accept it. I think that a
small commitfee ean be relied upon to do
the work required much better than a large
committee, the members of which are in-
clined to leave matters to the ofher fellow
and consequently the best results are not
always obtained.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I regard it as most de-
sirable that the number of the committee
should be extended to 10. The Royal Com-
missioner is the only man who has made
exhaustive inquiries, and surely his adviee
should be followed.

Hon. W, J. Mann: But he is not infal-
lible,

Hon. L. CRAIG: No, but he is less fal-
lible than we are,
Hon. W. J. Mann: That is questionable.

Hon. L. CRAIG : The Royal Commissioner
reached his decision after hearing a mass
of ovidence. The fact that there should be
larger committees in connection with sport-
ing and other bodies is horne oul by prac-
tice and is illustrated by the W.A.T.C. and
the Royal Agriculfural Society. Otber in-
terests should be represented snch as those
engaged in breeding horses and the country
clubs. In view of the Royal Commissioner's
recommendation, to reduce the number of
committee men below 10 would he a mis-
take.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: To deviate from
the reecommendation of the Royal Commis-
sioner would be a grave mistake. A com-
mittee of 10 seems small enough if the as-
sociation is to control trotting throughout
the State. I do not know that anvone has
made reference to the strength of the eom-
mittee of the W.A.T.C.

Hon, L. Craig: There are 12 members of
that committee.

Hon, E. M, HEENAN: T do not know the
exaet number, but T am convinced it is more
than 10.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER: The third
paragraph in the by-law sels out that no
member of the committee of any other trot-

[COUNCIL.]

ting elub shall be eligible to become a mem-
ber of the committee of the W.A. Trotting
Association, It further sets out that any
member of the committee who suceessfally
contests a seat on the commitfee of any
{rotting elub, other than the assoeciation, be-
fore taking his seat shall be required to
resign from the ecommitiee. That seems to
me to be wrongly worded, Why should 2
man who is a member of the Katanning
Trotting Club not he a member of the
W.AT.A. committee? T think the idea of
the Royal Commissioner was to prevent the
W.AT.A. from forcing two of the members
of its committee on to the committee of a
club. Tf that is the intention, I think the
wording of Lhe by-law is quite wrong. I
move an amendment—

That in By-law 4 the following words be
struck out:— ‘No member of the eommittee
of any trotting elub shall become or be
eligible to become n member of the Commit
tec. Any member of the Committee who sue-
cessfully contests g scat on the committee
of any troiting club, other than the Associn-

tion, hefore taking such geat shall be required
to resign from the Committee,’?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I want it
understood that I desive to he consistent in
all these matters. The Government has en-
dorsed all the recommendations of the Royal
Commissioner whose inquiry was launched
as a result of a motion ecarried in this Cham-
ber, I desire to persuade the Committee
to adopt the course followed by the Govern-
meng and to endorse the Roval Commis-
sioner’s recommendation, No. 15, which will
be found on page 21 of his report as fol-
lows 1 —

No member of the committee of any other
trotting club ghall be or remain a member of
the committee of the association. This is based
on Rule 56 of the comstitution of the South
Australian Trotting League, which prohibits
membership of a commitiee of more than one
trotting club, and is partieularly applicable to
the Association’s relations with the Fremantle
Trotting Club.

The commissioner took considerable evidence
regarding this particular matter and he re-
ferred cxtensively to the relations between
the Trotting Association and the Fremantle
Trotting Club as well as with the Golden
Mile Trotting Club. Those references ap-
pear on pages 25 and 26 of his yeport. A
perusal of that section of the report will
give members a better idea of the reason for
this recommendation. It has been found that
in the past the association, as suggested by
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My, Parker, forced, if I may use that word
advisedly, the Fremantle Trotting Club to
accept members of its committee as com-
mitteemen of the elub. The evidence dis-
closed that what had taken place was most
undesirable, I think, speaking from me-
mory, the Royal Commissioner also referred
in his report to the position in New Zealand
where a somewhat similar rule prevails. In
view of all the evidenee, we should stand
by the Royal Commissioner’s recommenda-
tion.

Hon. W. R. HALL: I am not at all in
favour of the provision in the Bill. I see
no reason why a committeeman of a club
shonld not be a committceman of the asso-
ciation. The Minister mentioned the (Golden
Mile Trotting Club. Due to the fact that
onc of the committeemen of the club was a
member of the association committee, the
club is funetioning as it is today. It was due
to that individual’s efforts that the club re-
ceived £4,000 from the association in order
to undertake improvements fo the track and
ground. I favour the abolition of this pro-
vision altogether,

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: On the
fuee of it, not only is it permissible, but
desirable that country elubs should have re-
presentation on the committee of the central
authority. I can appreciate the purpose of
the Roval Commissioner to prevent the een-
fral anthority from forcing its members on
to country clubs in order to eontrol them.
Country clubs have perfect freedom in the
clection of their own members and if that is
provided for the purpese sought will be at-
tained. T have not the report of the Royal
Comniissioner at the moment, but I would
require stronger reasons than those advaneed
so far to convinee me that no member of a
country club’s commitice should not be al-
lowed to be a member of the central body's
committee, Such a eourse is in accord with
the general practice of sporting bodies and
it i3 quite common for a member of the com-
mittee of a club to be also a member of the
committee of the governing authority, and
generally that works quite well.

Hon. . BENNETTS: I support the re-
marks of Mr. W. R. Hail and agree with
him that the committeeman he referred to
was responsible for the contribution by the
association to the Golden Mile elub’s funds.

Hon. L. CRAIG: 1 have reeeived a tele-
gram from the Harvey Trotting Club, in

2009

common with some other South-West mem-
hers, asking us to give special consideration
to this by-law, to whick the elub abjects in
its present form, There is reason in their
desire to have some country committeemen
as members of the W.AT.A., committec.
That iz not an unreasonable request. I think
that we could slightly alter the wording of
the by-law so us to get over the difliculty.
The Royal Commissioner’s recommendation
wag, 1 presmime, based on the experience of
the Fremantle Trotting Club.

The Chief Secretary: Not alone.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Not alone, but the main
reason for the comimissioner’s recommenda-
tion was the happenings between the asso-
ciation and the Fremantle elub. I sugrest
that if the words *‘within the metropolitan
area’’ were inserted in the third paragraph
of By-law 4, so as to make it read, “No
member of the committee of any other trot-
ting club within the metropolitan area shall
heecome or be eligible to become a member
of the committee,’’ the Fremantle club
would be eliminated.

Hon, Sir Hal Colebateh: Why shounld it
be?

Hon. L. CRAIG: It is considered that
the interests of the Fremantle elub and of
the assoeiation are one. The commis-
sioner’s recommendation is based on cer-
tain happenings which displeased him be-
tween the two bodies. I do not see why
country clubs should be debarred from hav-
ing representation on the central eommit-
tee.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: Why debar the
Fremantle club from direet representa-
tion?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I have made my sug-

gestions.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Representations
were made to me by the Golden Mile Trot-
ting Club which at first I felt inclined to
support; but on going into the matter T
saw the wisdom in the recommendation of
the Royal Commissioner. A member of
the central committee will have a full-
time job. T grant it is most desirable that
country clubs should be represented on the
central commitiee; but there is nothing in
the by-law, as it stands, to prevent such
representation. All that a member of the
committee of a country elub would have to
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do would be to resign from the committee
of the country ¢lub.

Hon. L. Craig: But he counld not report
then.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: He could remain
a member of the country club. I see no
reason why a committeeman should desire
to retain his position on a country elub
committee and at the same time be a mem-
ber of the eentral committee.

Han. L. B. Bolton; Why not? It would
be an advantage.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: If the hon. mem-
ber can convince me, I might alter my
opinion, I doubt, however, whether a com-
mitteeman could do justice to the two posi-
tions.

Hon. I.. CRAIG: The objection I have
to Mr. Heenan’s suggestion is that only
prominent men would be members of the
Iocal eommittee. It is desirable that some-
one should be appointed to the central com-
mittee who could report back fo the com-
nittee of the country club.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: I am in agreement
with Mr. Craig, provided he includes the
Fremantle club. Personally, it should be
an advantage to the sport generally if
members of the Fremantle club and of the
country clubs had representatives on the
central committee,

Hon. E. M. Heenan: But they could
still retain their membership of the loecal
club.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: Yes, but T ean
sce nothing wrong with their being mem-
bers of the central committee as well.

Ton, W. J. MANN: Y would prefer th-
by-law to he struck out. We seem to
have lost sight of the fact that a member
of a country club commitiee who hap-
pened to be elected to the central committee
must have had the confidence of all the
memberg of the association. He would not
hold the position unless he were an out-
standing man and prominent in the sport.
There seem to be sinister things said about
the Fremantle club, but I have sufficient
faith in the people of Fremantle to he-
lieve that what was done in the past will
not occur in the future.

The Chief Secretary: They cannot help
themselves. They are under agreemént.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon, W. J. MANX: The people of Fre-
mantle will rise to the oceasion if given
the opportunity.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Mr. Morris Edwards
is the president of the York Racing Club
and also vice-chairman of the W.A. Turf
Club. That is on all fours,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: On the
tace of it, it does seem strange that the
Royal Commissioner should make a recom-
mendation of this kind. Of course, he has
a precedent in South Australia, where trot-
ting is as popular as it is here. As the
Fremantle elub has been mentioned, I do
not mind telling the Committee that at a
meeting held by it yesterday or the day
hefore, it considered its members ought to
have the right to stand for election for the
comntittee of the association without their
forfeiting their membership of the commit.
tee of the Fremantie elub. A question of
principle is involved here. The Fremantle
elub is nothing more or less than a sub-
committee of the Trotting Association. At
present, the nssociation has foreed on the
Fremantle elub the right of nominating or
appointing to the committee not less than
three of its members.

Hon, H, 8. W. Parker: That should not
he, of course.

The CHIEF SECRETARY:

done by agreement,

That is

Hon. A. Thomson: Presumably because
the Trotting Association financed the Fre-
mantle club.

Hon, W. .J. Mann: There is a reason for
it.

Hon. L. Craig: The amendment would
eliminate that trouble.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is the
kind of thing which eauszed the Royal
Commisstoner to make his recommendation.
I know, in effect, that the Fremantle elub
would prefer to have the right to elect all
its committeemen. We shall be making a
big mistake if we do not adept the Royal
Commissioner’s recommendations, We ap-
pointed an independent person to make re-
commendations for the control of this sport
and to put it on & proper footing in order
that we might avoid some of the troubles of
the past aud make a recurrence of them
impossible.  'We have congratnlated him
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upon his work, We told him he did a very
good job.

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: He did.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yet, when
we bring in g Bill embodying his reeom-
mendations we proceed to emasculate it by
refusing to agree to his reecommendations!

Hon. L, B. Bolton: There is no reason
why we should swallow everything the
Royal Commissioner recommended.

Hon. W. R. HALL: Might T suggest, in
order to get over the difficulty, that no
country elub be allowed to nominate or to
have more than one member on the cen-
tral committee, if necessary®

Amendment put and passed.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Unfortun-
ately, by some mischance or other, one of
the recommendations of the Royal Commis-
sioner is not inelnded in the Bill. Qwing to
the diffieulty of getting amendments
printed, I have been unable to put the
amendment T am abont to move on the
notice paper, although it has been cireu-
lated amongst the members. I move an
amendment—

That the following words be added to By-
law 4:—**No person appointed as a handi-
capper or steward or acting in the office of
handicapper or steward shall become or he
eligible to become a member of the Commit-
tee.”’

This was a specifie recommendation of the
Royal Commissioner.

Hon. H. S, W. Parker: They are virtually
the servants of the association.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I will con-
tent myself with quoting his remarks at page
19 of his yeport. He had this to say—

It is ingvitable that under any racing autho-
rity, complaints of vnfair handicapping must
arisc from time to time, and the Association
appearg to have had its full share in this re-
gard, I am of the opinion, however, that the
handicapping, speaking gencrally, is well done,
and that it is not affected by any outside in-
fluence. At the same time, I do not consider it
desirable that a member of the Committee
should be a handicapper. Both handieappers
and stewards should, in my opinion, be as com-
pletely removed from outeide influence as pos-
sible, and their complete independence might
well be undermined when a member of the
Committee, which employs them, is taking part
in their deliberations. 8o far as the present
Hundicnpping Board is concerned, there is this
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further objection, that Mr. J, V. Ferguson, the
member of the Committee on the board, is him-
self the owner of two horses, though they are
now on lease, Handicappers and stewards, in
addition to being above reproach, should be
above suspieion,

I need use no further argument,
Amendment put and passed.

Hon. H. 8. W. PARKER:
amendment—
That in line 11 of By-law & the word

“ifourteen’’ be struck out and the word
“twenty-one?’’ ingerted in lieu,

I move an

That would give the seeretary time to allow
people to nominate, The existing committee

considers thut fourtcen days is not long
enough.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not

know that I partienlarly eare for this
amendment. IF we agree to the proposal it
might be necessary to pass a further amend-
ment, otherwise only a week would be left
for the purposes of nomination, Perhaps
the hon, member will withdraw the amend-
ment for the time being,

Hon, H, 8. W. PARKER: Very well. I
ask leave to withdraw the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT-—SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—Waest}: I move-—

That the House at its rising adjourn till 2.30
p.m. tomorrow,

House adjourned at 0.5 p.m.



